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Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back!  Our school team is looking forward to another year and all it 

brings.  My name is Jodi Garries and I am extremely pleased to be at Sorrento 

Elementary School as Principal for the fifth year. We are very proud of our 

generous, friendly and caring school community . I very much look forward to 

getting to know you and your children, and help them achieve their school and 

personal goals.  

 

As you know, there have been significant changes to the world in light of this 

Covid-19 pandemic. We have protocols and practices in place to keep our 

students, staff and community safe. Although we’ve only had students in 

attendance for a few days, they are impressing us with their willingness to make 

these changes in how they “do” school now, and have been nothing but respectful 

of these new expectations.  

 

You may be wondering about our enrolment - last year at this time we had 210 

fabulous Sorrento students. This year, as of today, we have 208 students 

registered here. Our community populations are steady, even in light of the 

pandemic. 

 

Newsletters, as you can see, are being emailed to families, but if you ever want a 

paper copy, just email me, or your child’s teacher, and that can be arranged. If 

you think we might not have your email address, or if it has changed, please call 

or email the school, directed to Melinda, our secretary. 

 

Please let me introduce our fantastic 2020/2021 staff:  

Kindergarten: Mrs. Andrea Ruckle 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Emily Zinck  

Grade !: Ms. Camille Kellie  

Grade 1: Mrs. Leslie Drinovz 

Grade 2: Mrs. Rhonda Witzke 

Grade 2/3: Mrs. Leah Quintal and Mrs. Christine Blacklock 

Grade 3: Mrs. Carmen Dawkins 

Grade 3/4: Mrs. Cristine Lawrence 

Grade 4/5: Ms. Sara Haugland 

Grade 4/5: Mrs. Angela Nitschke 

Music: Mr. Jesse Marshall   

Library: Ms. Michelle Krumm 

Learning Resource Teachers:  Mrs. Shera Neiwenhuizen, and Mrs. Jen Silverson 

Secretary: Mrs. Melinda Plato 

StrongStart Coordinator: Ms. Kim Robison 



Indigneous Education Workers: Mrs. Barb LeBeau and Mrs. Tara Willard 

Certified Education Assistants (CEA): Ms. Pauline Hartley, Mrs. Pam Nelson, Mrs. 

Tamara Smolne, Mrs. Dawn deJersey, Mrs. Kiley Sitter, Mrs. Carol Berg, Mrs. 

Emily Verlinden, Mrs. Alana Taylor, Mrs. Sandra Johnson, and 2 more CEAs TBA 

Education Support Worker: TBA  

Custodians: Mrs. Barb Scafe, Ms. Kim Peterson 

Counsellor: Mrs. Jonaire Bowyer-Smyth 

Speech/Language Pathologist: Mrs. Jean Brighouse 

Literacy Intervention Teacher: Mrs. Megan Ollinger  

 

  

It’s going to be a terrific year! We all look forward to working with you and your 

children!   

                              

Ms. Jodi Garries,  

Principal 

 

*Pro-D Day is on  

Monday, September 21st 

*Students do not attend on this day* 

 

 

If Your Child is Sick… 
 

We know parents have all taken some time to review our school’s 

safety plan, as well as our School District’s safety plan. If you haven’t 

had a chance, our plan is on our website, and the district’s plan is on 

the district website. However, we are getting a question where we 

think we haven’t been very clear about the answer… 

Q: If my child is sick, how long do they have to stay home 

afterwards? Do they need to quarantine/self isolate for 10 – 14 days. 

A: No. Once your child is symptom free, they may return to school. At 

any time, it is always ideal to communicate with your child’s teacher 

about their illness (email works great) to share what illness symptoms 

they had. It’s a good reassurance to everyone that the illness is (and 

was) taken care of.  

 

The 2020-2021 PAC Needs You!  
 

The first PAC’s AGM meeting date is set for Mon Sept 28 at 2:30 – 
3:30 in our Indigneous Ed room. We will have elections of executive 

members, and discussions about hot lunch days, fundraisers, 
programs the PAC hopes to support, and more. Hope to see you there! 



School Fees 

 
Thank you to those who have already paid their child’s school fees. 

Fees are due by September 30th. We really prefer (and encourage) 
fees to be paid via etransfer to our school’s email address: 

sor@sd83.bc.ca, but we can accept cheques as well. Cash can be 

accepted, but is not recommended if possible. 

Fees are $35 for kindergarten students, and  

$45 for students in grades 1 – 5. 

Thanks  

 

What About Picking up 
Students From School Early? 

 
We are discovering lots of details that 
need answers like this one! We really 

appreciate that parents and staff are asking questions like this, and 
how to handle it under these “pandemic circumstances”. Thank you 

for being so respectful and abundantly cautious  
Q: What do I do if I need to pick up my child(ren) early from school? 
A: Inform your child’s teacher so they can update their attendance 
data. Then students will be asked to wait at the front of the school 

(just inside the front door) to be picked up. Parents can use the 
front parking lot for this purpose. It helps if parents can state the 

exact time they will be arriving to pick up their child(ren). If the 
need to pick up your child(ren) is unplanned for you, (you didn’t 

realize until the last moment), call the school at 250-675-2311, and 
we can relay the message to the child and teacher.  

 
 

Individual Photo Day 
 

Student individual photos will be taken at 
our school on Wed Oct. 14. The 

company, MountainWest, has its own 
thorough safety protocols for Covid-19, 

and we will share ours with them as well. 
 

 

Student Verification Information Forms 
 

These will be sent home with each child this week. Please 

complete, sign and return as soon as you can. Thanks! 

 

 

 

mailto:sor@sd83.bc.ca


We Need Your Help - DISTRICT CONSENT FORMS 

We are asking that parents and students complete School District 83 consent forms online. 

Parent Connect and Student Connect are portals that give appropriate guardians and students 

authorize consent forms, see e-filed report cards, the school calendar, and much more.  

Log in to Parent Connect  

 

1. Go to our website www.sor.sd83.bc.ca 

2. Go to Parents & Students Menu 

3. Click on the Parent Connect link 

4. Log in with your login to Parent Connect. Please use the email address that you provided to 

our school to have on file for you/your child. If you have problems with this, please contact 

the school at 250-675-2311. If you do not know your password, click on the Get Initial 

Password Link or Forgot My Password. Also note for additional information on Parent 

Connect you can click on the Instructions Document link.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Once you are successfully logged in to Parent Connect, go to the Forms page and give 

consent to the following forms: 

 

1. Parent Personal Information Consent Form  

2. Student Daily Health Check Consent Form 

3. Parent Outside Media Consent Form  

4. Parent Network Permission 

5. Student Wifi Agreement 

6. Walking Field Trip Form 

7. MyBluePrint Consent Form 

8. District Cloud Services Consent Form 

 

http://www.sor.sd83.bc.ca/

