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Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year! We 

have been at school for 

just over two weeks 

since the break, and 

it’s been great to see 

the children back and 

ready for 2018! 

Wishing you and yours a great start to the year   
Ms. J. Garries 

 

 

 

 

 

The Literacy Alliance of the Shuswap Society (LASS) and many 
community organizations are inviting students and families to participate 
in Unplug & Play Family Literacy Week from January 20 - 26. Children 
use an average of 7.5 hours of entertainment technology per day, and 
more studies are showing the harmful effects of excessive screen time. In 
order to encourage students and families to reduce their amount of 
screen-time for one week (TV, tablet use, video games, texting, 
computers, etc.) Unplug & Play Passports have been printed for every 
elementary student in the district. On each passport, there is a daily 
checklist to record screen-free activities and a schedule of free events for 
families throughout the North Okanagan and Shuswap. The Passports 
were sent home last week, and include the list of activities and events 
held in and around our community. There will be draws to win prizes for 
students who turn in their completed passports indicating their “screen 
free” activities. Have fun with this – so much to do! 
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Canadian Tire Money Fundraiser 

This fundraising initiative is still happening! We simply invite our 

families and staff to donate their Canadian Tire money to our school. 

Sorrento uses this money to buy a variety of things that will benefit the school… 

play equipment, cooking supplies, you name it! If you have Canadian Tire money 

you wish to donate, send it with your child or drop it by the office. You can also 

give them our school phone number and it gets deposited directly to our Canadian 

Tire money card. Thanks! 

 

Head Lice 
  

It’s that time of year when these inconvenient pests really 
thrive. We have had a few cases of head lice in the last two 
weeks, and when this happens we ask that parents give their 
child treatment, and do a thorough cleaning of all soft 
surfaces and laundry at home. It is good practice to do a 
head check of all the people in your family every other day, 
especially right after school breaks. We fully recognize what a nuisance head 
lice is, and we thank you for spending the time it takes to prevent it from 
spreading.    

  

Numeracy is Our Goal! 
 
Sorrento’s school growth plan goal is about 

improving our students’ numeracy skills.  

 

Students are doing a wide variety of tasks and 

assignments to help strengthen their skills in class. 

How can you help? As your child’s teacher about 

what specific things your child is studying, and 

speak positively about math in front of your child. 

Telling them you didn’t like math, or that you 

weren’t good in math, builds a negative experience for your child too. Parents 

are an important part of the learning journey for their children!  

 

School Fees 
Our school fees pay for student supplies and the agenda book which we provide 

to every student every year. We order and pay for these items and then collect 

the fees after. We have nearly $1000 in outstanding fees due at this time. This 

comes out of our operating budget, so if the school absorbs these costs, it 

prevents us from purchasing other learning resources. Annual school fees are: 

$30 for kindergarten 

$40 for grades 1 – 3 

$50 for grade 4 – 5 

If you suspect you have not paid your fees, we welcome 

these anytime. We even take payment plans ($5/month for 

example, whatever will help). We thank you for your support   



The Pirates are Coming! 

 
The annual Larch Hills School Pirate Loppett is set for 

Friday February 2, 2018. Schools (including Sorrento) 

are gearing up and heading up to Larch 

Hills for this race. Larch Hill Nordic Ski Club 

volunteers will be helping over 350 students through 

the trails on either a 2 km or 5 km School Pirate 

Loppett race. This x-country ski loppett is primarily 

for students in grades 4 and 5 at our school (younger students with 

special arrangements), and is a great opportunity for students to: 

 
• Experience a recreation opportunity available in our community 

• Enjoy fresh air and exercise 

• Set and meet a personal challenge 

• Dress up and spend a day with pirates 

• Glide over pristine snow in a magical forest setting 

• Enjoy skiing at their own pace 

• Share the camaraderie and laughter of other kids, parents and teachers 

• Enjoy the lunch that awaits participants at the end of the ski 

• Have a chance to win ski related draw prizes 

• Win a school trophy for the highest proportionate participation 

 

Unfortunately, the lack of snowfall lately has not been helpful for our team’s 

practices, so we hope you will do a “snow dance” to help get more of the white 

stuff down where we need it! We wish to send a big thank you to Mrs. Blacklock 

and Mrs. Dawkins for their work with trail setting, practices, and equipment, to 

Leigh Robinson, Nicole Williams, and Celine Giesbrecht for equipment sorting, 

care and organizing, and to Ms. Horvat for organizing our students for the 

Loppett and going on the trip with them . 

 
 

Sorrento School is Getting Some 

Love! 
 

You may have noticed that before Christmas, our 

primary washrooms were being renovated. They are 

nearly complete! Our school annual photos have 

been re-hung in one central location – our wall of 

fame! Now our works department has begun painting our gym, and will paint 

the hallways right after that. The trims and doors will be done with school 

colours – blue and gold. This refresh is certainly welcome and needed! The 

students and staff are excited about the sprucing up that is happening at our 

school  

 

PAC Meeting 
The next PAC meeting (which is in lieu of the January meeting that had to 
be postponed) is now set for Friday February 9 at 12:30, downstairs in 
the Indigenous Ed. Room (between the music room and the StrongStart 
room). Hope to see you there! 



 

Goal Setting Conferences 
Yesterday a letter was emailed out (paper copies 

were sent to those without email addresses) 

regarding the upcoming required parent/student/teacher goal 

setting conferences on Feb 7 and 8. The letter outlines the 

instructions for how to book your appointment date and time. 

There was also a reminder that we will dismiss students one 

hour early (1:03 pm) on both Feb 7 and 8 for these goal setting 

conferences. If you did not get this letter with the information, 

please contact the office or your child’s teacher as soon as 

possible. Thank you to all parents who have already booked 

their online appointments  

 

 

Time for a Quick Survey… 
Both our school district and our staff are very interested in getting some 
feedback from you about how you thought our first term reports went, and if 
they met your needs and expectations. 
  

This feedback along with teacher and principal feedback will be key in deciding 
where we go with report cards and report card procedures. 
  

There will be a follow up survey after student-parent-teacher goal setting 
conferences to get feedback on that new process also. 
  
We appreciate in advance parents taking the time to give feedback. 
  

Link to survey: 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XHGB8VT 
 
 
 

Board Games with Buddies 
 

As part of Unplug and Play Week, our school 

will be hosting our very own ‘Board Games 

with Buddies’ on Friday Jan 26 at 1:00. We 

have many board games at school, but if your 

child would like to bring a favourite board game to play with up 

to 4 children, we are happy for that to happen. Thanks! 
 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XHGB8VT


 

Upcoming January/February Events: 

 Jan 20 - 26 Unplug and Play Week  

 Jan 24 Soup Day! Bring a bowl, soup and $ donation (if possible) 

 Jan 25 Family Snowshoe Night 5 – 7 pm (Part of Unplug & Play Week) 

 Jan 26 Board Games with Buddies, 1:00 

 Feb 2 Pirate Loppett 

 Feb 5  PAC Pizza Day – Order forms to come   

 Feb 7-8 Parent/Teacher/Student Goal Setting Conferences, 

and early dismissal, 1:03 

 Feb 9 PAC meeting, 12:30 

 Feb 12 Family Day – No School 

 Feb 23 Pro-D Day, No school for students 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


