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Dear Parents, Families, and 

Caregivers,  

 

Well it is almost Christmas and 

winter break! We have all been 

working hard here at Sorrento, 

and we are all due for some 

rest. There are many wonderful 

things to look forward to in 

2018, but for now, take time to 

reflect and enjoy family and 

friends. This school and community is amazing and so generous!   

 

On behalf of all the staff at Sorrento, I wish you each a wonderful and safe 

holiday, and the very best in the New Year!  

 

Ms. Jodi Garries 
 

Important Dates to Note… 
Dec 22  Hot lunch day (Chinese Food) 

Dec 22    Last day before the break 

Jan 8  First day back to school 

Jan 9  First day back for StrongStart 

Jan 10  Soup Day – bring your bowl and spoon! 

Jan 19   Hot lunch day (Subway) 

Jan 19  PAC meeting 12:45 pm 

Jan 24  Soup Day – bring your bowl and spoon! 

Jan 29  One to One Reading program session 2 starts  

Feb 2 Pirate Loppett at Larch Hills 

 

Bus Safety and Expectations 

You may have been hearing from your child(ren) about their bus ride home over 
the last couple of months. The mouse bus is very “active”, and has been very noisy 

and potentially unsafe because of that. A number of students and parents have 
expressed their concern about this as well. We have been working with the 

transportation manager and our new bus driver to try to prevent and reduce problems, 
allowing everyone to feel safe and relaxed on their ride home. We have given each class a 

safety lesson presented by our transportation department, and we have talked about this at 
assemblies and during announcements. We have given very specific expectations and seating 
arrangements for that route as well. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 

Ms. Garries in the office and thanks for your continued support     
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THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 83 (NORTH OKANAGAN-

SHUSWAP) 

Procedure and Code of Conduct for Bus Students 
 

The Board of Trustees of School District No. 83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) expects that 

every person who uses the District bus services will ensure that each bus trip is a safe and 

pleasant experience for all passengers and driver.  Every person using the bus will demonstrate 

a concern for safety and respect for their fellow passengers and their bus by observing the 

following rules and regulations.  

  1. Riders should arrive at their stop 5 minutes prior the posted pick-up time and line up 

and enter the bus in an orderly manner.  

  2. A student rider will only be allowed to disembark at their designated school or stop 

unless the parent/guardian has given prior written or personal approval or with 

permission of the School Administration.  Riders must never follow or attempt to stop a 

bus after they have disembarked. 

  3. Riders shall sit in the seats assigned by the driver and will co-operate with the driver in 

accommodating other students’seating needs. (Example: seating 3 to a seat.)  Seats 

may be assigned at the driver’s discretion.  

  4. Riders must remain seated - facing forward and aisles must be kept clear at all times 

when bus is in motion.  Loud noises and behaviours that could distract the bus driver 

may impact the safety of all riders on the bus.  

  5. Eating of lunches and snacks may be allowed at the discretion of the driver.  If abused, 

this privilege shall be suspended.  Students shall leave no litter on the bus.  Any 

dropped items, that roll, should be reported to the driver at the next stop.  

  6. Small band instruments or other carry on items contained in an appropriate fashion and 

that can be easily accommodated in the lap of the rider may be taken on the school bus.  

(Examples listed below.) 
•  Must be properly housed or contained in an approved case/container  •  Not be 

above the seat in front •  Will not impede the safe use of the seat with fellow 

student(s)        •  Will fit on a student’s lap safely 

  7. Weapons, smoking and the lighting of fires, matches or lighters is strictly prohibited.   

  8. The consumption or transport of alcohol, drugs/narcotics or any illegal substances is 

strictly prohibited.  

  9. Students not using the bussing system on a regular basis will not be guaranteed a seat.  

Regular = 3 days p/week. 

10. The Principal may, upon written request from the parent, give the student permission to 

ride the bus for a special reason.  Such request should not be frequent and must adhere 

to existing bus routes and stops.  

11. Students may be told to cross the road in the front of the bus while the red flashing 

lights are activated and traffic is stopped. 

 

Kindergarten Students 

 

 Year one primary students will not be allowed to leave a school bus at a stop unless the 

bus driver is satisfied that a responsible adult is at the stop, or in close visual contact 

with the stop.  When students are not allowed off the bus, they will be returned to the 

school and a parent with be contacted. 

 

Standard of Student Conduct at School Bus Stops 

 

Students shall abide by the same code of behaviour as would be expected at their 

schools.  The School Principal has the authority under the School Act, Section 5.3 to 

discipline any student who misbehaves both to and from school, which includes at or 

near a bus stop.  

 

NOTE:  Each driver has complete authority over his/her bus.  Principals and Vice-

Principals at each school recognize and support the Driver’s authority over all passengers.  

The Safety of All Passengers Will Not Be Compromised.  Should any student not comply 

with the Code of Conduct outlined above, the Driver and/or Principal may suspend riding 

privileges or initiate other disciplinary measures.  

 



Snow Days are Back!! 

Snow is for building and sliding! At school we have a strict rule: “We don’t 

throw snow”. This is to help ensure safety for all. We have made students aware 

of this expectation and ask you to reinforce this school 

expectation as well.  

 

We also ask that students be dressed appropriately for the 

weather. This includes snow boots, snow pants, mitts or 

gloves and a coat that zips up. When kids are wet from the 

snow it is difficult for them to do their best learning.  

Thanks for your help! 

 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Concert 
2017! 

This year’s production on 
Thursday Dec 14 was a 

great success. We want to 
thank Mr. Larsen, Mrs. 

Ruckle and a whole bunch 
of parents, as well as many other 

staff members for all of the hard work 
in putting this production together.  

 

 

 

 
All year long we will continue working on our Canadian Tire fundraising idea. 

You can help us! You can donate your Canadian Tire money to our school and 

have your child drop it into the jar in the office anytime. You can also give 

Canadian Tire our school phone number (675-2311) when you shop, and donate 

your Canadian Tire money electronically. Thanks for your donations  

 

 

Report Cards Sent Home Last Week – Dec 13 
 
Teachers spend hours gathering assessments and writing report cards, so please 

take time to review these carefully and discuss with your child(ren) about their 

results. There’s lots to celebrate even when your child is experiencing difficulty! 

If at any time you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress, never 

hesitate to contact the teacher. “At the end of the day, the most overwhelming 

key to a child’s success is the positive involvement of parents.” 

       Jane D. Hull 



READY, SET, LEARN! 
 
Mark the date! Families of 3 and 4 year olds are invited to attend a Ready, Set, Learn event 
which will take place in every elementary school in the North Okanagan-Shuswap between 
January and March 2018.  

 Ready, Set, Learn is a free early learning event for families and caregivers with children 
who are 3 and 4 years old 

 All families will receive free books and a kit of materials and resources to help support 
their child’s early learning experiences 

 Families will learn about Kindergarten readiness skills 
 Families are asked to pre-register for the event at our school (250-675-2311), or 

contact Jennifer Findlay at 250-833-2095 or jfindlay@sd83.bc.ca for more information 
 Sorrento Elementary's Ready Set Learn event will take place on Tuesday Feb.  20, 2018 

from 9:30 – 10:30 in the room between the StrongStart room and the Music room. 

 

 

DARE Celebration! 
 

D.A.R.E. stands for Drug and Alcohol Resistance Education, and our 

grade 5 students recently completed this 10 week program. Our 

program was taught by Cst. Lora Ford of the Chase Detachment. 

Yesterday we had the celebration of all that learning. Here are a few 

photos of the “graduation”… 

   

 

 

 

 


